carrying the story at least into the Enlightenment (when, for example, John Wesley's journals are full of similar material).
Roy Mummies of Egypt includes an outline of evidence for methods of mummification and funerary practice, an excellent survey of palaeopathology by A. T. Sandison, and a brief account of dental health studies. The rest of this section describes the unwrapping of four mummies -PUM II, ROM I, PUM III, and PUM IV. Each follows a pattern of preliminary radiographic examination, autopsy, and detailed histological and biochemical examination.
Part II, Mummies of the Americas, includes surveys of mummies found in the southwestern U.S.A., the Aleutian Islands and Alaska, and Peru. Autopsies and palaeopathology are described. Mummies of the world contains a rather mixed collection of material: the magnificently preserved Danish bog bodies, mummies from Australia and Melanesia, mummies of Japanese Buddhist priests, and a miscellany from Libya, Siberia, the Canary Islands, China, and the Amazon basin.
The final section, The study of mummies, comprises seven papers on methods used for examining the mummies autopsied by the Paleopathology Association: methods for determining sex and age from the skeletal remains, preparation of mummified material for histological examination, application of electron microscopy (describing the remarkable preservation of intact red and white blood cells from PUM II), radiographic examination, studies of the temporal bone, biochemical analysis, and blood group testing of mummified tissues.
Mummies, disease and ancient culture is a fascinating book. It is nicely designed and well presented. The papers cover a wide range of interests. Several papers are particularly useful summaries of a great deal of information and experience in applying new techniques. These will be invaluable for future research. Inevitably, much of the book is about Egyptian mummies, but the editors have made great efforts to include material from other areas of the world. The book does, however, suffer from the drawback of most collections of papers by many authors. Individual contributions are variable in quality and the collection as a whole leaves some notable gaps in its coverage.
It is becoming clear from studies like these how modern pathology and biology can be applied to mummified human remains. But mummies are in fact only a small part
